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The speech 
refers to the rese-

arch work within the 
C.I.R.La.G.E.* on the pheno-

menological prerequisite 
which make recognisable the 
communication phenomenon in the 

constitutive terms of  communicati-

ve relationship at the base of 
D.U.G.I.

The

phenomenological 

prerequisites of D.U.G.I.

The research starts from the 
analysis and the detailed study of the 

manuscripts, unreleased in Italian, written 
in 1932 by Edmund Husserl about the Pheno-

menology of Communication (Phänomenologie 
der Mitteilung).

Communicative Intentionality = phenomenological pre-

requisite as medium of learning and getting out the expe-
rience of formative and professional interaction from common-

placeness.  
It is effectively translated into phenomenological attitude and into 

methodology connected to it. 
It enables to take charge of the role of corporeality as:  

- rootedness of different forms and levels of communication
- opportunity to interconnect the intentional acts of 

subjective life based on “relation-with” rather than 
the ambiguous and reductivistic form of 

“relation-to”.

Trai-

ning the studen-

ts of the Degree Course 
in Editorial, public and social 

Information Science (the future 
communication and information pro-
fessionals) to the phenomenological 
attitude through  D.U.G.I. for learning 

to 
- recognise the relation constitutive 

procedure implied in it;
- identify, case-by-case, the risks of 

automatisms within the mecha-
nistic application of standard 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
models. 

Training to the

phenomenological attitude.  

It enables to observe, describe and 
re-signify the procedural and complica-

ted nature of the communicative relation 
and the shapes which it reveals through.

It returns to the theoretical attention 
- the constitutive links interconnecting the 
communication to the interpersonal and inter-

subjective relation, catching the Ur in its authen-
ticity;

- the drives of knowledge allowing to re-si-
gnify to the information to be spread into the 

communicative framework of relations.

The experience of the Teaching

Project by Jane Abercrombie

The offer of a new didactic comes from the verification of the failure 
of the traditional academic didactics at the British Departments of Medicine 

where Jane Abercrombie is professor of biology and zoology.
Through her experience as a University professor, Jane Abercrombie, realises that the “stu-
dents’ way of learning is ineffective and highly precarious. (...) The learning effect is made un-
stable and inadequate by the dependence of knowledge on the methods infused by the teacher’s 
authority rather than actively learnt during the interactive didactic work”. (Patella, 2012, p. 23)
The first innovation she introduces concerns the student’s relationship with teacher and with the 

other students.

She borrows the Foulkes’ Group Analysis method learnt through the training at the Group Analytic 
Society of London (G.A.S.) in the didactic filed. She creates Free Group Discussion through which 
she sets higher education on the base of the dynamics of students’ discussion in small groups. 

The Teaching Project enables to recognise 
- the strong influence of the perception on the incisiveness of the learning process;

- the communicative and expressive difficulties, the sedimentation of culture and the 
cognitive prejudices that can affect the incisiveness of the 

learning process.

The experience of the 

D.U.G.I. at the University of 

Bari by Maria Giordano

From 1992 on, Maria Giordano, Professor 
of Philosophy and Epistemology of Human 

Sciences at the Educational Sciences Department, 
introduces the Abercrombie’s didactic offer to the 

University of Bari. 
She combines the training for the phenomenological attitude 
to the interactive didactic experience sponsored by the Aber-

crombie Teaching Project and her Group Analytic training as 
group-analyst at the Group Analytic Society International of 

London (G.A.S.I.).
“The phenomenological perspective prepares the mental 

status for learning to shift the focus on what Husserl named the 
“relational space” and make clear how that is not given a priori 

but needs to be established and held” (Giordano, 2011, p. 
173).

The Group Analytic experience starts processes of re-signi-
fication of the “group-as-a-whole” and not as a simple total 

of individuals belonging to it. “Each person contributes to 
the weaving and to the moulding of the group with one’s 

own distinctive features, with one’s own behavior and 
expressive ways of communication” (Giordano, 2013, p. 

100). 
The experience of the interactive didactic gives the 

spatio-temporal, meta-communicative and com-

municative conditions suitable for building the “re-

lational space” essential for giving formative 
responsibility to those who belong to it.
The D.U.G.I. becomes an opportunity to “rethink 
and report the inadequacy and the inefficacy of 
the academic teaching traditionally based on the 
unidirectionality of the authoritarian transmis-

sion of knowledge” (Giordano, 2011, p. 173).
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International Prize

2006 – Jane Abercrombie Prize

Prestigious International "Jane Abercrombie 

Prize" awarded by the Group Analytic Society 

International in London (GASI) to the Director of 
CIRLa.GE, Professor Maria Giordano, for the impor-
tant results achieved in the field of scientific rese-
arch applied to the formation of doctors, 
psychologists, educators, docent and all 
those engaged in the helping profes-

sions.

Some applications of D.U.G.I. at 

the University of Bari through the 

reserch of C.I.R.La.G.E.

Degree Course in Educational and Lear-
ning Sciences for the future educators 

and trainers;
- Pre Degree Internship for training exper-

ts in evaluating the formative processes;
- University Courses for teaching qualifica-
tion in Philosophy at Secondary Schools

- University Master for professional qua-
lification of helping profession’s 

operators (doctors, psychologi-
sts, educators, trainers, 

teachers, manage-
rial profiles) 

University didactic experience 

at the Specialist Degree Course in edi-

torial, public and social Information Scien-

ce by Gabriella de Mita

- Students (the future professionals of informa-
tion and communication) are prepared to learn 

the fundamental theoretical parameters 
enabling the development of the critical and 

philosophical thinking in relation to the analy-
sis of communication in the terms of “communi-

cative relationship”.
- Through the acquisition of the phenomenologi-

cal method of investigation, students are able to 

recognise and resignify the conceptual choices 
which can act as distortive forms onto and into 

the communicative relationship and the operative 
fallout within the working context of information 

and publishing.
- The experience of group-interactive didactic is the 

opportunity for the students to start one’s own jud-
gement about the analysis of the risk in confusing 
the communication with its prejudicial and tech-

nical forms.
- It enables the acquisition and the appli-

cation of the critical-philosophical 

language on professional con-

texts responsible of infor-
mation and commu-

nication.

The
“University interacti-

ve didactics” takes roots in 
Jane Abercrombie’s innovative 

“Reticular Interactive Didactics”. Pro-
fessor at the University College in London 
in the 50s, Jane Abercrombie borrows the 
group-analytic new paradigm developed by 
Sigmund Foulkes, from the psychological filed 

to the training-educational one.
This new teaching approach was introdu-

ced in 1992 to the University of Bari at 
the Faculty of Educational Sciences 

by Professor of Philosophy and Epi-
stemology of Human Sciences 

Maria Giordano. She is Founder 
and Director of C.I.R.La.G.E. until 

2014. She is currently Past Presi-
dent of C.I.R.La.G.E.

Past  President Prof. Maria Giordano

Some of 

the most impor-

tant research in 

C.I.R.La.G.E.

2003-2006 - Programs of Scientific 
Research of Relevant National Interest 

(PRIN) co-financed by Ministry of Instruction, 
University and Research - Italy

Title of Program: Burnout and Mobbing processes: basic 
psychological and group-dynamic Knowledge. Epistemologi-
cal models, prevention and methodologies of intervention. Scienti-

fic Head: Professor Maria Giordano.
2003-2006 - Programs of Scientific Research of Relevant National Interest (PRIN) co-fi-

nanced by Ministry of Education and University - Italy 
Title of Unit Research: Phenomenology and Epistemology of Einfühlung processes in 

preventing and dealing with Burnout and Mobbing. Theoretical Matrix and Scientific 
Models for training of Helping Profession’s operators and workers into professio-

nal high-touch contexts.
Scientific Head of Unit Research: Professor Maria Giordano 

2015-2017 – Research Project co-financed by C.I.R.La.G.E. 
Title of Research Project: Phenomenological analysis and preven-

tion of communicative distortions in work interactions 
highly exposed to the risk of Work Related Stress. 

Scientific Head: Professor Gabriella de Mita. 
Resercher Grant: PhD Giovanni Gior-

dano.
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