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abstract

The most of legal theories in the twentieth century have always asserted that rules are product of 
linguistic utterances and that they have nothing to do with “visual culture”. In this paper I show, on 
the contrary, that the visual dimension is crucial to understand and found some legal-philosophical 
GLVFRXUVH��7KH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�LPDJHV�DQG�ODZ�LV�DOZD\V�EL�GLUHFWLRQDO��E\�WKH�ÀUVW�GLUHFWLRQ�
following the way from law to images, and by the second one, vice versa, passing from images into the 
universe of normative discourse. In these pages I do not explore the second direction; I limit myself to 
LQYHVWLJDWH�WKH�ÀUVW�ZD\�DVNLQJ�WZR�TXHVWLRQV�UHOHYDQW�IRU�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�OHJDO�RUGHU��$UH�WKHUH�
visual signs in the normative language? And, if so, what function do they have?
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DEONTIC VISUAL SIGNS

Most of the legal theories from the twentieth century have always asserted that rules are 
the result of linguistic utterances and that they have nothing to do with “visual culture”. 
7KH�PRGHUQ�FRQFHSW�RI�´ODZµ�UXOHV�RXW�HYHU\�LQÁXHQFH�ZLWK�YLVXDO�HOHPHQWV�DQG�H[FOXVLYHO\�
SUHIHUV�WKH�WH[WXDO�GLPHQVLRQ��WHUPV�VXFK�DV�¶UXOH·�DQG�¶ODZ·�KDYH�DOZD\V�EHHQ�SXW�LQ�D�
VHPDQWLF�UHODWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�WHUPV�¶ZRUG·�DQG�¶WH[W·��
Recently, the French philosopher and legal theorist Pierre Legendre reasserted the intrinsic 
UHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�ODZ�DQG�YLVXDO�GLPHQVLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�´QRPRJUDPµ��
´1RPRJUDP�²�/HJHQGUH�VSHFLÀHV�²�HVW�IRUPp�j�SDUWLU�GH�GHX[�WHUPHV�JUHFV��nomos ȞȠȝı (loi, 
UqJOH��XVDJH��FH�TXL�D�pWp�DGMXJp��HTXLYDOHQW�ODWLQ��institutum), et gramma ȖȡĮȝȝĮ��WUDFp��VFKHPD��
pFULW��OHWWHU«���/HJHQGUH��������S��������:KLOH�nomos·�UHFDOOV�WKH�YLVXDO�DFW�RI�DSSURSULDWLRQ��
PHDVXUHPHQW�RU�RFFXSDWLRQ�RI�D�VSDFH��¶gramma·�IXUWKHU�VSHFLÀHV�WKH�YLVXDO�FRPSRQHQW�LQ�
DQ�RULJLQDO�V\PEROLF�DQG�ULWXDO�GLPHQVLRQ��FRPSOHWHO\�QHJOHFWHG�E\�PRGHUQ�ODZ�WKHRULHV��
,W�LV�D�ÀJXUDWLYH�GLPHQVLRQ�²�WKH�VR�FDOOHG�´ÀJXUDOLDµ�LQ�/HJHQGUH·V�ODQJXDJH�²�RIWHQ�IRXQG��
IRU�H[DPSOH�LQ�0HGLHYDO�MXULVWV·�WH[WV�ZKLFK�/HJHQGUH�GHHPV�DV�LQGLVSHQVDEOH�WR�UHFRYHU�WR�
FRPSUHKHQG�QHZ�QRUPDWLYH�SURFHVVHV�RI�WKLV�SRVW�PRGHUQ�HUD�
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�/HJHQGUH��WKH�QRUPDWLYLW\�LQ�WKLV�JOREDOL]DWLRQ�HUD�LV�QRW�D�PHUH�WH[WXDO�DQG�OHJDO�
SKHQRPHQRQ�DQ\PRUH�EXW�LW�FRQVLVWV�RI�´PXOWLSOH�ZULWLQJV�RI�QRUPDWLYHµ��DOOXGLQJ�WR�YLVXDO�
H[SUHVVLRQ�VXFK�DV�GDQFH��ULWXDO��FLQHPD��SDLQWLQJ��HPEOHPV�DQG�DQ\�RWKHU�VRFLDOO\�UHOHYDQW�
normative signs1. 
7KH�´QRPRJUDPµ�FRQFHSW�HQFRPSDVVHV�ERWK�YLVXDO�HOHPHQWV�DQG�LWHPV�EHORQJLQJ�WR�WKH�OHJDO�
language proper – i.e. rules that are manifested through the language of images – as well as 
LPDJHV�RU�VLJQV�ZKLFK�FRPSRVH�ODZ�PHWD��ODQJXDJH�²�L�H��SLFWRULDO�RU�FLQHPDWRJUDSKLF�LPDJHV�
ZKLFK�WHOO�XV�DERXW�WKH�MXULGLFDO�XQLYHUVH��
,Q�WKHVH�SDJHV�,�ZLOO�QRW�LQYHVWLJDWH�WKH�OHJDO�PHWD�ODQJXDJH��EXW�UDWKHU�KLJKOLJKW�VRPH�signs 
²�QRW�RQO\�UXOHV��EXW�DOVR�WUDFHV��LPDJHV��PDWHULDO�REMHFWV����ZKLFK�ZLWQHVV�WKH�UHOHYDQFH�RI�WKH�
visual dimension in the construction of the legal discourse.

��)RU�PRUH�RQ�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�WKH�´QRPRJUDPµ�VHH�HVSHFLDOO\��/HJHQGUH��������S�������*RRGULFK��������SS����������DQG�
+HULWLHU��������SS���������
��6HH�$QGUp�/DODQGH·V�GHÀQLWLRQ�RI�¶VLJQ·��´2EMHW�PDWpULpO��ÀJXUH�RX�VRQ��WHQDQW�OLHX�G·XQH�FKRVH�DEVHQWH�RX�LPSRVVLEOH�j�
percevoir”��������S��������2Q�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�´VLJQµ�VHH��(FR���������

1. From words to 
images
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:KLOH�WKH�ZRUNV�RI�WZR�OHJDO�SRVLWLYLVWV�VXFK�DV�+DQV�.HOVHQ�DQG�+HUEHUW�/�$��+DUW�VWURQJO\�
VXSSRUW�WKH�LGHD�WKDW�UXOHV�DUH�H[SUHVVLRQV�RI�XWWHUDQFHV�RU�OLQJXLVWLF�SURSRVLWLRQV��WKHVH�
DXWKRUV�H[SOLFLWO\�RU�LPSOLFLWO\�DGPLW�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�UXOHV�WKDW�DUH�PDQLIHVWHG�WKURXJK�
visual signs���$�FODULÀFDWLRQ�LV�QHHGHG�KHUH��WKHVH�DUH�VLJQV�WKDW�HQWDLO�D�UXOH�DQG�DUH�OLPLWHG�WR�
´WUDQVODWLQJµ�WKH�VHQVH�RI�WKH�UXOH�LQWR�VRPHWKLQJ�YLVXDO��7KH�SDUDGLJPDWLF�FDVH�FRQVLGHUHG�E\�
ERWK�DXWKRUV�LV�WKDW�RI�URDG�VLJQV��XQGHUVWRRG�DV�D�VHW�RI�UXOHV��SURKLELWLRQV��REOLJDWLRQV�DQG�
SHUPLVVLRQV��EXW�DOVR�JHVWXUHV��GLUHFWLRQV�DQG�DGYLFH��FU\VWDOOLVHG�LQ�JHQHUDOO\�ZLGHVSUHDG�DQG�
UHFRJQLVDEOH�LPDJHV�RU�YLVXDO�LPSXOVHV�WKDW�VHUYH�WR�UHJXODWH�SHGHVWULDQ�DQG�PRWRU�YHKLFOH�
WUDIÀF�.
In Eine phänomenologische Rechtstheorie���������+DQV�.HOVHQ�LQWURGXFHV�WKH�WRSLF�RI�visual rules in 
UHIHUHQFH�WR�WKH�FRORXU�RI�WUDIÀF�OLJKWV�DQG�WKH�JHVWXUH�WKDW�IRUFHV�FDU�GULYHUV�WR�VWRS�D�SROLFH�
RIÀFHU�PDNHV��.HOVHQ�VWDWHV�WKDW�QRW�DOO�UXOHV�PXVW�EH�H[SUHVVHG�LQ�OLQJXLVWLF�XWWHUDQFHV��WKHUH�
DUH�DOVR�JHVWXUHV��VXFK�DV�WKH�PRYHPHQW�RI�D�SROLFH�RIÀFHU·V�KDQG�RU�D�UHG�WUDIÀF�OLJKW��ZKLFK�
assert the full meaning of a rule.
/LNHZLVH��LQ�The Concept of Law ��������+DUW�UHFDOOV�WKH�UHG�WUDIÀF�OLJKW�WR�VHUYH�DV�DQ�H[DPSOH�
IRU�RQH�RI�WKH�NH\�SRLQWV�RI�KLV�WKHRU\�RI�ODZ��WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�DQ�´LQWHUQDO�SRLQW�RI�
YLHZµ�DQG�DQ�´H[WHUQDO�SRLQW�RI�YLHZ�µ
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�+DUW��WR�DQ�´H[WHUQDO�REVHUYHU�µ�WKH�UHG�WUDIÀF�OLJKW�FDQ�RQO\�EH�DQ�LQGLFDWLRQ�RI�
WKH�OLNHO\�KDOWLQJ�RI�WUDIÀF��E\�UHSHDWHGO\�ZDWFKLQJ�WKH�EHKDYLRXU�RI�WKH�FDUV��WKH�REVHUYHU�FDQ�
easily predict what will happen every time the light changes from green to yellow and red.
7KH�YLVXDO�VLJQDO�RQO\�WHVWLÀHV�WR�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�D�KDELW��D�EHKDYLRXUDO�UHJXODULW\��,Q�WKH�FDVH�
RI�DQ�´LQWHUQDO�REVHUYHU�µ�L�H��DQ�DJHQW�ZKR�SDUWLFLSDWHV�LQ�DQG�DFNQRZOHGJHV�WKH�UXOHV�RI�D�
OHJDO�V\VWHP��WKH�WXUQLQJ�RQ�RI�WKH�OLJKW�H[SUHVVHV�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�D�JHQXLQH�UXOH�EHDULQJ�D�
penalty.
7KH�SDUDGLJPDWLF�FDVHV�FLWHG�E\�.HOVHQ�DQG�+DUW�QRW�RQO\�VWDWH�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�YLVXDO�UXOHV��
DOEHLW�LPSOLFLWO\��WKH\�DOVR�VXJJHVW�WKH�YLVXDO�HOHPHQW�KDV�D�pragmatic function in terms of the 
legal force of rules.
&RXOG�ZH�LPDJLQH�D�URDG�PDUNLQJ�FRQVLVWLQJ�RI�ORQJ�DQG�FRPSOLFDWHG�OLQJXLVWLF�SURSRVLWLRQV"�
,W�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�YHU\�OHJDO�IRUFH�RI�UXOH�WKDW�ZRXOG�EH�GHJUDGHG��7UDIÀF�VLJQDOV���ERWK�VLJQV�DQG�
OLJKW�SXOVHV���PXVW�QHFHVVDULO\�KDYH�WZR�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV��WKH\�PXVW�EH�LPPHGLDWHO\�DSSDUHQW�
DQG�QHHG�WR�´VSHDNµ�D�ODQJXDJH�WKDW�LV�DV�JHQHUDO�DV�SRVVLEOH��%RWK�IHDWXUHV�DUH�HQVXUHG�E\�WKH�
iconic dimension of these rules5. 
,W�LV�QR�FRLQFLGHQFH�WKDW�+DUW�FKRVH�WR�H[HPSOLI\�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�LQWHUQDO�DQG�H[WHUQDO�
SRLQW�RI�YLHZV�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKH�SHUFHSWLRQ�RI�D�WUDIÀF�OLJKW��,W�LV�D�UXOH�WKDW��E\�YLUWXH�RI�WKH�
YLVXDO�HOHPHQW��FDQ�EH�SHUFHLYHG�DQG�XQGHUVWRRG�LPPHGLDWHO\�E\�D�JHQHUDOLW\�RI�REVHUYHUV�
DJHQWV��ERWK�´LQWHUQDOµ�DQG�´H[WHUQDOµ��ZKR�SRVVHVV�GLIIHUHQW�OHYHOV�RI�NQRZOHGJH�RI�WKH�VHW�RI�
rules. 

��&RPSDUHG�WR�+DUW��WKH�UHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�OLQJXLVWLF�SURSRVLWLRQ�DQG�UXOH�LQ�.HOVHQ�LV�PXFK�PRUH�FRPSOH[�DQG�LW�
VKRXOG�EH�LQYHVWLJDWHG�WDNLQJ�WKH�HYROXWLRQV�RI�.HOVHQ·V�SKLORVRSK\�LQWR�DFFRXQW�VWDUWLQJ�IURP�.HOVHQ��������XS�WR�WKH�
.HOVHQ��������
)RU�D�GHHSHU�DQDO\VLV�VHH��&RQWH��������SS����������LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�DXWKRU�LQGLFDWHV�ÀYH�UHIHUUDOV�WR�WKH�´QRUPµ�ZRUG��$�
GHRQWLF�VHQWHQFH��D�GHRQWLF�SURSRVLWLRQ��D�GHRQWLF�XWWHUDQFH��D�GHRQWLF�VWDWH�RI�DIIDLUV�DQG�D�GHRQWLF�QRHPD��,W�PXVW�
QRW�EH�IRUJRWWHQ�WKDW��DV�&RQWH�XQGHUOLQHV��WKHUH�DUH�DXWKRUV��VXFK�DV�5RGROIR�6DFFR�DQG�7KHRGRU�*HLJHU��ZKR�KDYH�
denied the equation norm=Normsatz�>GHRQWLF�VHQWHQFH@��,W�ZRXOG�EH�LQWHUHVWLQJ��DOVR�LQ�.HOVHQ��WR�LQYHVWLJDWH�WKH�
UHOHYDQFH�RI�WKH�FRQFHSWV�RI�´GHRQWLF�VWDWH�RI�DIIDLUVµ�DQG�´GHRQWLF�QRHPDµ�IRU�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�D�PRUH�´YLVXDOµ�
concept of rule.
��2Q�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�URDG�VLJQV�IRU�WKH�WKHRU\�RI�WKH�ODZ�VHH��6WXGQLFNL��7UDIÀF�6LJQV���������SS������������/RULQL�
�������SS��������������/RULQL��������SS�����������
��7KH�XQLYHUVDO�VHPDQWLFV�RI�WUDIÀF�VLJQV�LV�KLJKOLJKWHG�LQ�:DJQHU��������SS������������

2. Visual rules
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Thus far visual signs are limited to simply “translating” the meaning of a rule.
7ZR�TXHVWLRQV��DUH�DOO�WUDIÀF�VLJQV�WKH�WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�D�OHJDO�UXOH"�$QG�ZKLFK�NLQG�RI�MXULGLFDO�
UXOH�FDQ�EH�LQWHUSUHWHG�E\�WKHVH�VLJQDOV"
)LUVWO\��WUDIÀF�VLJQV�PXVW�EH�VHW�DSDUW�IURP�RWKHU�NLQGV�RI�YLVXDO�VLJQV��JHRJUDSK\�PDSV��
DWODVHV��VLJQV�WKDW�SRLQW�WR�SDUWLFXODU�SODFHV�RU�VXEZD\�XQGHUJURXQG�PDSV�DUH�DOO�H[DPSOHV�
RI�VLJQV�WKDW�GR�QRW�WUDQVODWH�MXULGLFDO�UXOHV�EXW�MXVW�SURYLGH�D�VHULHV�RI�PXOWLSOH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
�DOVR�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�DFWXDO�SUHVHQFH�RI�GHRQWLF�VLJQV�OLNH�QR�HQWU\�VLJQV��ERUGHUV��HWF���WR�
WKH�REVHUYHU��3XEOLF�VSDFHV�VXFK�DV�UDLOZD\�VWDWLRQV��DLUSRUWV�RU�PXVHXPV�RIWHQ�RIIHU�WKLV�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�YLD�JUDSKLF�GLVSOD\V��$OO�WKHVH�NLQGV�RI�VLJQV�ZKLFK�JXLGH�RXU�VLJKW�QHYHU�KDYH�
D�GHRQWLF�IRUFH��WKH\�DUH�PHUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�VLJQV�ZKLFK�GR�QRW�UHJXODWH�RXU�OLIH� from a legal 
point of view.
6LPLODUO\��VLJQV�WKDW�GR�QRW�´WUDQVODWHµ�EXW�´PLPLFµ�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�D�MXULGLFDO�UXOH�KDYH�QR�
GHRQWLF�IRUFH��-XVW�WKLQN�RI�D�VLJQDO�RI�´QR�HQWU\µ�GUDZQ�E\�VRPHRQH�WR�SURWHFW�WKH�SULYDF\�RI�
their house. Even if this sign has the same aesthetic shape of a visual rule, it does not have any 
MXULGLFDO�YDOLGLW\�
:KDW�DUH�WKH�UXOHV�WKDW�WKH�WUDIÀF�VLJQV�WUDQVODWH"
,Q�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�SDVVDJH�RI�Directives and norms��������$OI�5RVV�KLJKOLJKWV�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�
particular WUDIÀF�VLJQV��SDUNLQJ�UXOHV��5RVV�MX[WDSRVHV�WKHVH�UXOHV�WR�FKHVV�UXOHV�
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�5RVV��SDUNLQJ�UXOHV�DUH�SDUWLFXODU�WUDIÀF�VLJQV�WKDW�UHJXODWH�SDUNLQJ�LQ�D�SXEOLF�
VSDFH��7KH\�UHJXODWH�WKH�EHKDYLRXU�RI�GULYHUV�ZLWKLQ�HQFORVHG�VSDFHV�VSHFLÀFDOO\�DVVLJQHG�
WR�YHKLFOH�SDUNLQJ��5RVV�FRPSDUHV�WKHVH�GHRQWLF�VLJQV�WR�FKHVV�UXOHV��-XVW�OLNH�GULYHUV��FKHVV�
SOD\HUV�PXVW�PRYH�SLHFHV�IROORZLQJ�FKHVVERDUG�JHRPHWU\��7KHUH�LV�D�UHPDUNDEOH�GLIIHUHQFH�
KRZHYHU��WKH�DFWLYLWLHV�ZKLFK�DUH�UHJXODWHG�E\�WUDIÀF�VLJQV�DUH�DFWV�WKDW�FDQ�EH�GRQH�
without the presence of a rule (natural activity as Ross puts it). Chess rules are conditions of 
FRQFHLYDELOLW\�DQG�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�WKH�PRYHV�RI�WKH�JDPH�LWVHOI��7KHVH�UXOHV�PDNH�LW�SRVVLEOH�IRU�
the acts which they themselves regulate.
,Q�WKH�ÀUVW�FDVH�ZH�WDON�DERXW�´UHJXODWLQJ�UXOHVµ�ZKLFK�MXVW�JXLGH�DFWV�WKDW�QDWXUDOO\�H[LVW�RU�
H[LVW�LQGHSHQGHQWO\�IURP�WKH�UXOH��,Q�WKH�VHFRQG�FDVH��KRZHYHU��ZH�WDON�DERXW�´FRQVWLWXWLYH�
UXOHVµ��LQ�RWKHU�ZRUGV��UXOHV�ZKLFK�RUGHU�DFWV�ZKLFK�ZRXOG�QRW�H[LVW�ZLWKRXW�WKH�UXOH��:KLOH�
WKH�FRQFHSWV�RI�SDZQ�RU�GULYHU�H[LVW�LQGHSHQGHQWO\�IURP�WUDIÀF�UXOHV��WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�´ELVKRSµ�
H[LVWV�RQO\�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�UXOHV�RI�FKHVV�
�´7KLV�HVVHQWLDO�GLIIHUHQFH�²�5RVV�ZULWHV���FDQ�EH�H[SUHVVHG�E\�FDOOLQJ�SDUNLQJ�UXOHV�regulative 
and the rules of chess constitutive”���5RVV��������S�����

��,Q�WKHVH�SDJHV�,�ZLOO�QRW�FRQVLGHU�WKH�FRPSOH[�RQWRORJ\�RI�JHRJUDSKLFDO�REMHFWV�VXFK�DV�PDSV�RU�DWODVHV��,�PHUHO\�
GLVWLQJXLVK�EHWZHHQ�VLJQDOV�WKDW�WUDQVODWH�D�OHJDO�UXOH��YLVXDO�UXOHV��DQG�RWKHU�VLJQV�WKDW�FRQWDLQ�PXOWLSOH�LQGLFDWLRQV�
LQFOXGLQJ��RI�FRXUVH��HYHQ�ZLWK�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�GHRQWLF�IRUFH�VLJQDOV��2Q�WKLV�W\SH�RI�REMHFWV�VHH��0D\QDUG���������
0D\QDUG��������SS����������
2Q�WKH�VSHFLÀF�GHRQWLF�YDOXH�RI�PDSV�DQG�JHRJUDSKLFDO�PDSV�VXFK�DV�XUEDQ�SODQQLQJ�SODQV�VHH��/RULQL��0RURQL��������
SS������������
��5RVV�VWDWHV��´7KH�SDUNLQJ�UXOHV�ODLG�GRZQ�E\�WKH�SROLFH�DUH�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�WKH�DFWLYLW\�RI�¶SDUNLQJ�D�FDU·��WKDW�LV��
ZLWK�OHDYLQJ�LW�XQRFFXSLHG�LQ�D�SXEOLF�VWUHHW��7KHVH�UXOHV�SUHVFULEH�KRZ�D�SHUVRQ�ZKR�ZDQWV�WR�SDUN�KLV�FDU�KDV�WR�
EHKDYH��7KH�UXOHV�RI�FKHVV�VHHP��LQ�D�VLPLODU�ZD\��WR�EH�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�WKH�DFWLYLW\�RI�¶SOD\LQJ�FKHVV·��DQG�WR�SUHVFULEH�
KRZ�RQH�ZKR�ZDQWV�WR�SOD\�WKH�JDPH�KDV�WR�EHKDYH��>«@�3DUNLQJ�D�FDU�LV�D�¶QDWXUDO�DFWLYLW\·��E\�WKLV�,�PHDQ�DQ�DFWLYLW\�
ZKRVH�SHUIRUPDQFH�LV�ORJLFDOO\�LQGHSHQGHQW�RI�DQ\�UXOHV�JRYHUQLQJ�LW��&DUV�ZHUH�SDUNHG�EHIRUH�SDUNLQJ�UHJXODWLRQV�
H[LVWHG��DQG�LW�ZRXOG�EH�DQ�REYLRXV�DEVXUGLW\�LI�,�VDLG�WKDW�,�FRXOG�QRW�SDUN�P\�FDU�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�SDUNLQJ�
UHJXODWLRQV�LQ�WKLV�WRZQ��3OD\LQJ�FKHVV��RQ�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��LV�QRW�D�¶QDWXUDO�DFWLYLW\·��7R�SOD\�FKHVV�LV�WR�XQGHUWDNH�
FHUWDLQ�DFWLRQV�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�UXOHV�RI�FKHVVµ��5RVV��������S�������
,Q�WKH�QRZ�YDVW�OLWHUDWXUH�GHGLFDWHG�WR�WKH�FRQFHSWV�RI�´UHJXODWRU\�UXOHµ�DQG�´FRQVWLWXWLYH�UXOHµ��,�MXVW�ZDQW�WR�
SRLQW�RXW��&RQWH��������SS������������6HDUOH���������RQ�WKH�´HLGHWLF�FRVWLWXWLYH�UXOHµ�DQG�WKH�´DQDQNDVWLF�FRVWLWXWLYHµ�
FRQFHSWV�VHH��&RQWH��������SS������������&RQWH��������SS�������������)RU�DQ�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�YDULRXV�W\SHV�RI�´FRQVWLWXWLYH�
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,W�VKRXOG�EH�FOHDU�QRZ�KRZ�WUDIÀF�VLJQV�DUH�UHJXODWLYH�UXOHV�ZKLFK�DUH�YLVXDOO\�VKDSHG�
H[FOXVLYHO\�LQ�IRUFH�RI�WKH�SUDJPDWLF�IXQFWLRQ�RI�WKHVH�SDUWLFXODU�QRUPV�
If the visual rules are the translation of legal norms, the visual dimension of constitutive rules 
VXJJHVW�WKH�LGHD�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�VLJQV�FDSDEOH�RI�ZLWQHVVLQJ�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�V\VWHPV�RI�UXOHV��
LQVWLWXWLRQV�DQG�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�

$UH�WKHUH�DQ\�YLVXDO�VLJQV�WKDW�DUH�QRW�VLPSO\�UHODWHG�WR�D�UXOH�EXW�FDQ��E\�WKHLU�PHUH�SUHVHQFH��
WHVWLI\�WR�WKH�HIIHFWLYHQHVV�RI�WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQV�DQG�OHJDO�RUGHU"�,Q�WKLV�FDVH��WKH�YLVXDO�VLJQ�
ZRXOG�EH�LQGLFDWLYH�RI�D�ZLGHVSUHDG�GHRQWLF�SRZHU�QRW�DWWULEXWDEOH�WR�D�VLQJOH�DQG�ZHOO�
GHÀQHG�UXOH��XQOLNH�D�FRPPDQG�WR�VWRS�RU�D�WUDIÀF�OLJKW�WXUQLQJ�RQ�
$�SRVVLEOH�DQVZHU�WR�RXU�TXHVWLRQ�LV�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�WKHRU\�RI�´LQVWLWXWLRQDO�IDFWVµ�E\�-RKQ�5��
Searle. In the volume 7KH�&RQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�6RFLDO�5HDOLW\���������6HDUOH�GUDZV�D�IXQGDPHQWDO�
GLVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�ZKDW�KH�FDOOV�´EUXWH�IDFWVµ�DQG�´LQVWLWXWLRQDO�IDFWVµ��WKH�IRUPHU�EHORQJ�
WR�WKH�VSKHUH�RI�WKH�SKHQRPHQD�GHVFULEHG�E\�WKH�QDWXUDO�VFLHQFHV��WKH�ODWWHU�DUH�WKH�UHVXOW�
RI�D�FROOHFWLYH�DJUHHPHQW�EHWZHHQ�KXPDQ�EHLQJV��´,QVWLWXWLRQDO�IDFWVµ�LQFOXGH�FLWL]HQVKLS��
PDUULDJHV��ERUGHUV��ODZV��DQG�VR�RQ��
Institutional facts are the result of constitutive rules which, according to the famous formula 
“X counts as Y in Cµ��DVVLJQ�WKURXJK�FROOHFWLYH�LQWHQWLRQ��DJHQF\�IXQFWLRQV�WR�´EUXWH�IDFWVµ��
creating the institutional dimension of our common life.
7KDW�LV�ZK\�6HDUOH�LGHQWLÀHV�WKH�YHUEDO�VLJQV�WKDW�KHOS�XV�WR�NQRZ�DQG�UHFRJQL]H�´LQVWLWXWLRQDO�
IDFWVµ��ZKLFK�KDYH�DQ�HSLVWHPLF�IXQFWLRQ���SHUPLWV��SDVVSRUWV�DQG�SXEOLF�RIÀFLDOV·�EDGJHV�DUH�
VLJQV�RI�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�D�VHULHV�RI�´LQVWLWXWLRQDO�IDFWVµ�WKDW�ZH�FRXOG�QRW�RWKHUZLVH�HLWKHU�
WRXFK�RU�VHH��6HDUOH�GHÀQHV�WKHVH�VLJQDOV�DV�´VWDWXV�LQGLFDWRUV�”.
*HQHUDOO\��WKHVH�´VWDWXV�LQGLFDWRUVµ�SUHIHU�ZULWWHQ�IRUP��LQ�FRPSOH[�VRFLHWLHV��WKH�PRVW�
common and widespread indicators are passports and driving licenses. This does not detract 
from the fact that there are also “indicators” that materialise in visual signs. As Searle writes, 
VRPH�VWDWXV�LQGLFDWRUV�GR�QRW�QHHG�WR�EH�H[SOLFLWO\�OLQJXLVWLF��WKDW�LV��WKH\�GR�QRW�QHHG�WR�EH�
H[SUHVVHG�WKURXJK�ZRUGV�
7ZR�H[DPSOHV��ZHGGLQJ�ULQJV�DQG�XQLIRUPV��,Q�ERWK�FDVHV�ZH�DUH�IDFHG�ZLWK�VLJQV�WKDW�FDQ�EH�
JUDVSHG�YLVXDOO\��FOHDUO\�WHVWLI\LQJ�WR�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�´LQVWLWXWLRQDO�IDFWVµ�VXFK�DV�PDUULDJH�
and the police. Though Searle considers the meaning of these status indicators as equivalent, 
ZH�ZLOO�VHH�KRZ�WKHVH�WZR�H[DPSOHV�FDQ�EH�FRQÀJXUHG�WR�UHSUHVHQW�GLIIHUHQW�K\SRWKHVHV�RI�WKH�
OHJDO�VLJQLÀFDQFH�RI�YLVXDO�VLJQV�
/HW·V�FRQVLGHU�WKH�XQLIRUPV�ÀUVW��:KDW�GLIIHUHQWLDWHV�D�WUDIÀF�ZDUGHQ·V�FRPPDQG�WR�VWRS�IURP�
WKH�WXUQLQJ�RQ�RI�D�UHG�WUDIÀF�OLJKW"�%RWK�YLVXDO�VLJQV�DVN�WKH�UHFLSLHQW�WR�VWRS�WKHLU�FDU��,I�
ZH�OLPLW�RXU�DQDO\VLV�WR�WKH�OHJDO�PHDQLQJ�RI�WKH�JHVWXUH�H[SUHVVHG�E\�WKHVH�VLJQV��ZH�ZRXOG�
KDYH�QR�GRXEWV�DERXW�WKHLU�HTXLYDOHQFH��(YHQ�.HOVHQ��LQ�WKH�H[DPSOH�FRQVLGHUHG�DERYH��VD\V�
WKDW�WKH�WUDIÀF�ZDUGHQ·V�JHVWXUH�DQG�WKH�WUDIÀF�OLJKW�DUH�ERWK�FDVHV�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�UXOH�QHHG�QRW�
EH�H[SUHVVHG�OLQJXLVWLFDOO\��<HW��LI�ZH�VKLIW�WKH�JD]H�IURP�WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI�WKH�JHVWXUH�WR�WKH�
DHVWKHWLF�GLPHQVLRQ�RI�WKH�FRQWH[W��ZH�TXLFNO\�UHDOLVH�WKDW�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�D�SHUVRQ�LQ�XQLIRUP�
LV�YHU\�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�WKH�SHUFHSWLRQ�RI�DQ�LPSHUVRQDO�WUDIÀF�OLJKW�VLJQDO��$V�6HDUOH�ZULWHV��
WKH�XQLIRUP�LQFOXGHV�D�GHRQWLF�SRZHU�WKDW�LV�URRWHG�LQ�WKH�V\PEROLF�YDOXH�RI�WKLV�SDUWLFXODU�
´VWDWXV�LQGLFDWRUµ��WKH�XQLIRUP�ZRUQ�E\�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�SOD\V�DQ�H[SUHVVLYH��FHUHPRQLDO��
DHVWKHWLF�DQG��DV�6HDUOH�VSHFLÀHV��HYHQ�FRQVWLWXWLYH�IXQFWLRQ�RI�WKH�HVVHQFH�RI�D�SROLFHPDQ��

UXOHVµ�VHH��$]]RQL���������ˆHǔDQLHF����������
��)RU�D�SUHFLVH�UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�GHEDWH�RQ�WKH�HSLVWHPLF�RU�FRQVWLWXWLYH�IXQFWLRQ�RI�´VWDWXV�LQGLFDWRUVµ�VHH��
'HUULGD���������)HUUDULV���������2Q�WKH�RQWRORJ\�RI�GRFXPHQWV�VHH��6PLWK��������SS���������
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:KLOH�WKH�YHUEDO�VWDWXV�LQGLFDWRUV���VLJQDWXUHV��SDVVSRUWV�RU�GRFXPHQWV�LQ�JHQHUDO���RQO\�KDYH�
one epistemic function in relation to institutional fact they represent, visual indicators such as 
uniforms also have a constitutive function.
%XW�ZKDW�GRHV�WKLV�PHDQ"�,W�LV�FOHDU�WKDW�D�XQLIRUP�GRHV�QRW�FRQVWLWXWH�WKH�HVVHQFH�RI�D�SROLFH�
RIÀFHU�EHFDXVH�WKHUH�DUH�DOVR�QRQ�XQLIRUPHG�SROLFH�RIÀFHUV��6HDUOH�UHVSRQGV�E\�VD\LQJ�WKDW�
WKH�FRQVWLWXWLYH�GLPHQVLRQ�RI�WKHVH�LQGLFDWRUV�OLHV�LQ�WKHLU�V\PEROLF�SRZHU��7KH�SUHVHQFH�RI�D�
SROLFH�RIÀFHU�LQ�XQLIRUP�LV�QRW�WKH�VLPSOH�WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�D�UXOH��DV�LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�RUGHU�WR�VWRS�
LQGLFDWHG�E\�D�WUDIÀF�OLJKW��EXW�LW�LV�WKH�V\PERO�RI�WKH�SUHVHQFH�DQG�WKH�FRHUFLYH�IRUFH�RI�DQ�
HQWLUH�OHJDO�RUGHU��,I��DV�.HOVHQ�VD\V��WKH�OHJDO�PHDQLQJ�RI�WKH�JHVWXUH�RI�D�SROLFHPDQ�DQG�D�UHG�
WUDIÀF�OLJKW�LV�WKH�VDPH��WKH�RUGHU�WR�VWRS��WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�VLJQV�OLHV�LQ�WKHLU�
V\PEROLF�YDOXH��WKH�DHVWKHWLF�GLPHQVLRQ�RI�WKH�LQGLFDWRU�DIIHFWV�LWV�GHRQWLF�SRZHU��
$V�VXFK��MXVW�DV�WKHUH�DUH�VLPSOH�YLVXDO�UXOHV�WKDW��WR�EH�HIIHFWLYH��PXVW�QHFHVVDULO\�EH�SHUFHLYHG�
YLVXDOO\��WKHUH�DUH�YLVXDO�VLJQV�WKDW�GR�QRW�UHODWH�WR�LQGLYLGXDO�UXOHV��EXW�WKDW�DUH�FRQVWLWXWLYH�
of the deontic force of the entire system. The constitutive power of these signs lies in their 
V\PEROLF�YDOXH�

NRZ�,�ZLOO�FRQVLGHU�WKH�H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�ZHGGLQJ�ULQJ��6HDUOH�EHOLHYHV�WKDW�ZHGGLQJ�ULQJV�DQG�
XQLIRUPV�UHSUHVHQW�VLPLODU�FDVHV��$V�ZLWK�WKH�XQLIRUPV��ZH�NQRZ�WKDW�D�ULQJ�LV�QRW�HVVHQWLDO�IRU�
HVWDEOLVKLQJ�WKH�VWDWXV�RI�D�KXVEDQG�RU�ZLIH��EXW�ZH�DOVR�NQRZ�WKDW�WKH�ZHGGLQJ�ULQJ�LV�D�YLVLEOH�
DQG�WDQJLEOH�V\PERO�RI�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�OHJDO�DQG�UHOLJLRXV�LQVWLWXWLRQV�WKDW�DUH�D�SUHUHTXLVLWH�
IRU�DQ\�IRUP�RI�PDUULDJH��$V�ZLWK�WKH�XQLIRUPV��ZHGGLQJ�ULQJV�DUH�YLVXDO�VLJQV�QRW�DWWULEXWDEOH�
WR�D�VLQJOH�UXOH��EXW�D�PRUH�FRPSOH[�´LQVWLWXWLRQDO�IDFWµ�DUWLFXODWHG�WKURXJK�OHJLVODWLRQ��
:KHUH�LV�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH��WKHQ"�,Q�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�WKDW�WKH�VLJKW�RI�D�ZHGGLQJ�ULQJ�RQ�D�ÀQJHU�
LV�QRW�RQO\�LQGLFDWLYH�RI�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�D�OHJDOO\�UHOHYDQW�IDFW��WKDW�VLJQ�DOVR�HYRNHV�D�V\VWHP�
RI�YDOXHV�LGHQWLÀHG�E\�WKH�ERQG�RI�PDUULDJH��/R\DOW\�DQG�ORYH�IRU�RQH·V�SDUWQHU�UHSUHVHQW�
YDOXHV���WKDW�DUH�QRW��DQG�FDQQRW�EH�HQFRGHG�E\�UXOHV�EXW�ZKLFK�UHYHDO�DQ�LQHYLWDEOH�YDOXH�EDVHG�
GLPHQVLRQ�IRXQG���LQ�WKH�´LQVWLWXWLRQDO�IDFWV�µ�$�ZHGGLQJ�ULQJ�LV�DQ�REMHFW�ORDGHG�ZLWK�SDWKRV�
WKDW�KDV�D�FHUWDLQ�V\PEROLF�YDOXH��DQ�HYRFDWLYH�SRZHU�WKDW�RSHQV�XS�ODQGVFDSHV�RI�YDOXHV�WKDW�
DUH�GLIÀFXOW�WR�WUDQVODWH�LQWR�UXOHV�LQ�ZULWWHQ�RU�YHUEDO�IRUP�. 
7KH�VDPH�LV�WUXH�RI�QDWLRQDO�ÁDJV�RU�HQVLJQV��7KHVH�DUH�DOVR�´LQGLFDWRUVµ�WKDW�EHORQJ�WR�WKH�
ODQJXDJH�RI�ODZ�DQG�SRVVHVV�DQ�XQGHQLDEOH�DQG�QHFHVVDU\�V\PEROLF�SRZHU��:H�QHHG�RQO\�WKLQN�
RI�WKH�FRORXUV�WKDW�UHSUHVHQW�D�QDWLRQ��WKH�VHQVH�RI�EHORQJLQJ�WR�D�JLYHQ�FRPPXQLW\�WULJJHUHG�
E\�WKH�VLJKW�RI�FHUWDLQ�FRORXUV��. Furthermore, the idea of   the homeland that does not coincide 
ZLWK�WKDW�RI�WKH�QDWLRQ�RU�RWKHU�OHJDO�V\VWHP��EXW�UDWKHU�LQYROYHV�D�FRPSOHWHO\�GLIIHUHQW�
GLPHQVLRQ�RI�YDOXHV��7KXV��LW���LV�QR�FRLQFLGHQFH�WKDW�RQH�RI�WKH�HVVD\V�E\�OHJDO�KLVWRULDQ�(UQVW�+��
.DQWRURZLF]�LV�YLYLGO\�WLWOHG Pro patria mori�������11.
7KH�ÁDJ�RI�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�RI�$PHULFD��IRU�H[DPSOH��LV�IXOO�RI�V\PEROLVP��,I�WKH�VWDUV�DQG�
VWULSHV�UHVSHFWLYHO\�LQGLFDWH�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�VWDWHV�ZKLFK�LQFUHDVHG�XS�WR�WKH�SUHVHQW�QXPEHU�
RI����DQG�WKH����IRXQGLQJ�FRORQLHV��WKH�DHVWKHWLF�YDOXH�RI�WKH�ÁDJ�UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�IXQGDPHQWDO�
YDOXHV�RI�WKH�$PHULFDQ�SHRSOH�VXFK�DV�SHUVRQDO�ULJKWV�DQG�IUHHGRPV�JUDQWHG�E\�WKH�
Constitution and the Charter of rights.
0RUH��7KHUH�DUH�ÁDJV�WKDW�LGHQWLI\�WKH�YDOXHV�DQG�WKH�ULJKWV�RI�XQLYHUVDO�DQG�JOREDO�
FRPPXQLWLHV��)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�UDLQERZ�ÁDJ�RI�WKH�/*%74,�FRPPXQLW\�GHVLJQHG�E\�DUWLVW�

��2Q�WKH�LUUHOHYDQFH�RI�LGHDO�RXJKWV��VXFK�DV�WKH�GXW\�WR�EH�OR\DO�DQG�ORYLQJ��WR�UXOHV��SOHDVH�UHIHU�WR��6LQLVFDOFKL��������
SS�����������
���7KH�UHOHYDQFH�RI�FRORXUV�IRU�OHJDO�GLVFRXUVH�ZDV�UHFHQWO\�XQGHUOLQHG�E\�:HUQHU�*HSKDUW���������
���6HH�.DQWRURZLF]��������SS������������
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*LOEHUW�%DNHU�LQ������DQG�ÁRZQ�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�WKDW�VDPH�\HDU�LQ�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR�GLVSOD\V�WKH�
FRORXUV�RI�WKH�SHDFH�ÁDJ��,W�GRHV�QRW�RQO\�DVVLJQ�GLIIHUHQW�PHDQLQJV�WR�WKH�FRORXUHG�VWULSHV��
PHDQLQJV�VXFK�DV�KHDOWK��OLIH��VH[XDOLW\��,W�LV�DOVR�WKH�V\PERO�RI�WKH�ÀJKWV�IRU�WKH�ULJKWV�RI�
WKH�JD\�DQG�OHVELDQ�FRPPXQLW\�LQ�WKH�HQWLUH�ZRUOG��7KH�ÁDJ�HQFORVHV�DQG�UHFDOOV�D�V\VWHP�RI�
YDOXHV�ZKLFK�FRPPXQLWLHV�FODLP�DV�XQLYHUVDO�ULJKWV��7KH�V\PEROLF�IRUFH�RI�WKH�YLVXDO�HOHPHQW�
DZDNHQV�D�VHQVH�RI�EHORQJLQJ�DQG�´DIIHFWLYH�SDUWLFLSDWLRQµ�ZKLFK��EH\RQG�VWDWHPHQWV�RU�
VWDWXHV��SHUIHFWO\�H[SUHVVHV�WKH�VHQVH�RI�D�FRPPXQLW\�
It is through shapes, and not words, that these signs construct immediately apparent legal 
ZRUOGV�ZKHUH�HYHQ�WKH�DHVWKHWLF�GLPHQVLRQ�WHVWLÀHV�WR�DQ�XQGHQLDEOH�´PRUDOLW\�RI�ODZµ��
:HGGLQJ�ULQJV��ÁDJV��HQVLJQV��WR�SURYLGH�RWKHU�H[DPSOHV��DUH�DOO�´VWDWXV�LQGLFDWRUVµ�WKDW�QRW�
RQO\�UHYHDO�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�WKH�OHJDO�V\VWHP��EXW�DOVR�VSHDN�RI�ULJKWV��YDOXHV�DQG�H[SHFWDWLRQV�
rooted in the collective conscience of a people, of a community or a nation, a right that lives 
DQG�LV�KDQGHG�GRZQ��EH\RQG�DQ\�SDUWLFXODU�KLVWRULFDO�SXUSRVH��WKURXJK�V\PEROV�DQG�YDOXHV�

TKHUH�LV�PRUH�VLQFH�VRPH�RI�WKHVH�V\PEROV�DUH�QRW�RQO\�EHDUHUV�RI�SULQFLSOHV�DQG�YDOXHV���ZLWKLQ�
WKH�ODZ��EXW�KHOS�FRQVWLWXWH�WKH�YHU\�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�LWV�IRUFH��
7KH�LGHD�LV�QRW�QHZ��DOUHDG\�LQ�WKH�VHYHQWHHQWK�FHQWXU\�7KRPDV�+REEHV�UHSUHVHQWHG�WKH�
VWUHQJWK�DQG�SRZHU�RI�WKH�6WDWH�ZLWK�DQ�LPDJH��7KH�IDPRXV�IURQWLVSLHFH�RI�KLV�ERRN�The 
Leviathan or the Matter, Forme and Power of a Common Wealth Ecclesiastical and Civil ��������GHVLJQHG�
E\�WKH�EDURTXH�DUWLVW�$EUDKDP�%RVVH��V\PEROLFDOO\�UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�SRZHU�RI�WKH�KREEHVLDQ�
VRYHUHLJQ��WKH�JLJDQWLF�ERG\�RI�WKH�NLQJ��RUJDQLFDOO\�FRQVWLWXWHG�RI�WKH�ERGLHV�RI�KLV�VXEMHFWV��
ZKLFK�KROGV�D�VZRUG�DQG�D�FURVLHU�LV�WKH�V\PERO�RI�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�VRYHUHLJQ�SRZHU�LQWURGXFHG�
E\�+REEHV·V�ZRUN�SDU�H[FHOOHQFH��. 
:LWKRXW�UHWUDFLQJ�WKH�WXUQLQJ�SRLQWV�LQ�.DQWRURZLF]·V�WKHRU\��,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�GZHOO�RQO\�RQ�D�
visual sign that occupies a very important position in the reconstruction of his historical and 
SKLORVRSKLFDO�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ��WKH�NLQJ·V�FURZQ��,Q�WKH�IDPRXV�ERRN�7KH�.LQJ·V�7ZR�%RGLHV��$�6WXG\�
in Mediaeval Political Theology���������.DQWRURZLF]�GHYRWHV�WKH�FHQWUDO�SDUW�RI�KLV�DUJXPHQWDWLRQ�
to the various meanings that the royal crown assumes in the constitutional and canonical 
MXULVSUXGHQFH�RI�WKH�0LGGOH�$JHV��XQGHUOLQLQJ�WKH�V\PEROLF�YDOXH�RI�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�WKH�
XQUHSUHVHQWDEOH��RI�PDNLQJ�WKH�LQYLVLEOH�YLVLEOH��RI�WKLV�SDUWLFXODU�VLJQ�
8VLQJ�6HDUOH·V�OH[LFRQ��ZH�FRXOG�GHÀQH�LW�D�´VWDWXV�LQGLFDWRU�µ�HYHQ�WKRXJK�WKH�FURZQ�FDUULHV�RXW�D�
XQLTXH�DQG�XQUHSHDWDEOH�IXQFWLRQ��DW�OHDVW�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�$QJOR�6D[RQ�MXULVSUXGHQFH�IURP�WKH�
VL[WHHQWK�FHQWXU\�LQYHVWLJDWHG�E\�.DQWRURZLF]��LW�LV�D�VLJQ�WKDW�´LQVFULEHVµ�WKH�´P\VWLFDO�ERG\µ��
ZKLFK�LV�LPPRUWDO��LQYLVLEOH��DQG�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VRYHUHLJQ·V�SROLWLFDO�DQG�OHJDO�SRZHU��RQ�
WKH�ELRORJLFDO��PRUWDO�ERG\��7KH�VRYHUHLJQ�WKXV�KDV�´WZR�ERGLHVµ�DQG�WKH�FURZQ�LV�WKH�YLVXDO�VLJQ�
RI�WKLV�GXDO�QDWXUH��2U�UDWKHU��WKH�FURZQ�LV�WKH�WDQJLEOH�V\PERO�RI�WKDW�OHJDO�DQG�SROLWLFDO�SRZHU�
WKDW�LV�HWHUQDO�DQG�XQFKDQJHDEOH�DQG�LV�SDVVHG�IURP�ERG\�WR�ERG\��IURP�VRYHUHLJQ�WR�VRYHUHLJQ��
ZLWKRXW�LQWHUUXSWLRQ�DQG�ZLWKRXW�UHJDUG�IRU�PRUWDO�DQG�ÁHHWLQJ�KXPDQ�DIIDLUV��
7KH�V\PERO�RI�WKH�FURZQ�FRQVWLWXWHV�WKLV�´VHFRQGµ�QDWXUH�WKDW�FKDUDFWHULVHV�WKH�ÀJXUH�RI�
WKH�VRYHUHLJQ�DQG�RQ�ZKLFK�KLV�OHJDO�SRZHU�LV�EDVHG����$V�.DQWRURZLF]�QRWHV��LQ�WKH�OH[LFRQ�
RI�PHGLHYDO�SROLWLFDO�WKHRORJ\�WKHUH�DUH�PDQ\�VLJQV�ZKHUH�V\PEROLF�SRZHU�HVWDEOLVKHV�WKH�
YHU\�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�IRUFH�RI�ODZ��WKH�FURZQ�LV�RQO\�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�VLJQ�EHFDXVH��RI�FRXUVH��
represents and constitutes the origin of sovereign power��. 

���$�FODVVLF�VWXG\�RQ�WKH�IURQWLVSLHFH�RI�WKH�/HYLDWKDQ�LV��6FKPLWW���������0RUH�UHFHQW��%UHGHNDPS��������SS����������
%UHGHNDPS���������6LQLVFDOFKL���������
���$�UHFHQW�UH�UHDGLQJ�RI�.DQWRURZLF]�WKDW�FRPELQHV�WKH�DHVWKHWLF��SROLWLFDO�DQG�OHJDO�GLPHQVLRQV�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�LQ��
$JDPEHQ���������
���:KHQ�FRQVLGHULQJ�V\PEROV�RI�WKH�GXDO�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�ERG\�RI�WKH�VRYHUHLJQ�ZH�PXVW�DOVR�UHPHPEHU�WKH�DQDORJ\�
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,Q�PRUH�UHFHQW�WLPHV��3LHUUH�/HJHQGUH�UHLQWURGXFHG�WKH�DHVWKHWLF��V\PEROLF�DQG�YLVXDO�HOHPHQW�
WR�WKH�FHQWUH�RI�UHÁHFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQV�RI�ODZ��$JDLQ��,�ZLOO�QRW�UHWUDFH�WKH�FRPSOH[�
WKHRUHWLFDO�DUFKLWHFWXUH�FRQVWUXFWHG�E\�WKH�)UHQFK�MXULVW�LQ�KLV�IDPRXV�Leçons���,�UHIHU�PDLQO\�
to Leçons VI. Les Enfants du Texte. Étude sur la fonction parentale des États��������DQG�Leçons VII. Le 
GpVLU�SROLWLTXH�GH�'LHX��eWXGH�VXU�OHV�PRQWDJHV�GH�O·eWDW�GX�'URLW����������EXW�,�ZLOO�OLPLW�P\VHOI�WR�
H[SODLQLQJ�WKH�OLQN�EHWZHHQ�YLVXDO�V\PEROV�DQG�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�ODZ��
According to Legendre, every device of political and legal power consists of a representation 
WKDW�GHSLFWV�D�´P\WKLFDO�WKLUG�SODFH�µ�WKDW�LV�DEVROXWHO\�QHFHVVDU\�WR�HVWDEOLVK�WKH�ODZ��DQ�
LQGHVFULEDEOH�ERQG�WKDW�FDQQRW�WKHUHIRUH�EH�H[SUHVVHG�LQ�YHUEDO�IRUP��DQG�ZKLFK�LV�WKH�
“genealogical principle” of every legal and institutional phenomenon15��D�Référence fondatrice, 
LQ�/HJHQGUH·V�WHUPV��ZKLFK�FDQ�RQO\�EH�UHSUHVHQWHG�V\PEROLFDOO\��L�H��WKURXJK�YLVXDO�VLJQV��
DQG�ZKLFK�FRQVWLWXWHV�WKH�´P\VWHULRXVµ�RULJLQ�RI�:HVWHUQ�VRFLHWLHV��)RU�/HJHQGUH��LQDVPXFK�
DV�LW�LV�V\PEROLF��WKH�YLVXDO�LV�SRVLWLRQHG�DV�WKH�YHU\�EDVLV�RI�ODZ��HYHU\�FXOWXUH�GHSLFWV�WKLV�
P\WKLFDO�ERQG�E\�FUHDWLQJ�D�ÀFWLRQDO�UHDOLW\�WKDW�UDWLRQDOL]HV�WKH�LQGHVFULEDEOH�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�
foundation.
7KH�SDUWLFXODU�YLVXDO�VLJQ��FURZQV��ULQJV��ÁDJV��HWF���LV�RI�QR�VLJQLÀFDQFH��EXW�ZKDW�FRXQWV�LV�
UDWKHU�WKH�UHFRJQLWLRQ�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�D�V\PEROLF�OLQN�DW�WKH�RULJLQ�RI�HYHU\�OHJDO�SKHQRPHQRQ��D�
IXQGDPHQWDO�LPDJH�WKDW�KDV�WKH�WDVN�RI�VKRZLQJ�ZKDW�FDQQRW�EH�H[SUHVVHG�ZLWK�ZRUGV�

Therefore, not only is the dimension of visual rules and regulations necessary, the images 
FDQ�EH�FRQVWLWXWLYH�RI�WKH�HQWLUH�OHJDO�SKHQRPHQRQ��7KH�LPDJHV�DOORZ�XV�WR�UHGLVFRYHU�QHZ�
GLPHQVLRQV�RI�WKH�MXULGLFDO�GLVFRXUVH�RU�JXLOWLO\�QHJOHFWHG�E\�ODZ�WKHRU\�RI�WKH���th century. 
7KH�ÀUVW�RQH�LV�WKH�IHDWXUH�RI�XQLYHUVDOLW\�RI�VRPH�YLVXDO�QRUPV�ZKLFK�LQYROYHV�QRW�RQO\�WKH�
MXULGLFDO�HSLVWHPRORJ\�EXW�DOVR�WKH�SHUFHSWLRQ�RI�LQWULQVLF�HWKLFDO�YDOXHV�RI�VRPH�VLJQV�DQG�
QRUPDWLYH�REMHFWV��7KH�VHFRQG�RQH�LV�WKH�V\PEROLF�YDOXH�RI�OHJDO�GLVFRXUVH�WKDW��IURP�DQFLHQW�
PHGLHYDO�OLWXUJLHV��SURMHFWV�ODZ�WRZDUGV�QHZ�JOREDO�VFHQDULRV��EH\RQG�WKH�WH[W�DQG�WKH�ZRUGV�
of (post)modernity.
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